
Mystery Books by Indigenous Authors 
 

Attached is an article, "Native Cultures, New Voices" by Craig Sisterson which appeared in Mystery Scene 
magazine, Number 173 2022. 

I am listing below significant authors mentioned in the article. For details, read the article! Generally 
below I list the first book in a series, although the author of this article rightly lists the newest of any books 
published. 

I have reorganized the list into alphabetical by last name.  I have added a link for more information -- the 
link might lead to Wikipedia, the author's website, or other places. 

Author Author's 
Indigenous Bkgd 

Book Comments 

Wayne 
Arthurson 

Canada First 
Nations: Cree 

Fall From Grace, 2011 Leo Desroches, born to a Cree mother, an 
Aboriginal Issues reporter with gambling and 
drinking problems, in Edmonton, Alberta 

Louise Erdrich Chippewa The Round House, 
2012 

It is crime fiction, and a novel with serious 
themes yet without much mystery. Won 
National Book Award. 

Tony Hillerman white The Blessing Way, 
1970 #1 of 18 
Leaphorn and Chee 
books written 1970-
2006 

Extremely popular and path-setting series 
about a Native American mystery 
protagonist. Book #3 won the Edgar for best 
1974 novel. 

Linda Hogan Chickasaw Mean Spirit, 1991. Poet, novelist, writer-in-residence 
Sara Sue 
Hoklotubbe 

Cherokee Nation Deception on All 
Accounts, 2003 #1 of 
4 -Featuring Sadie 
Walela, daughter of a 
Cherokee father and 
white mother, and a 
banker in the 
Cherokee Nation of 
northeastern 
Oklahoma 

Re Book #1: "Sara Sue Hoklotubbe takes a 
fresh plot idea, adds her clear-eyed Cherokee 
view of tribal thinking and small town 
Oklahoma banking, and gives us a dandy 
mystery novel. Don’t miss it." 
~Tony Hillerman 
 

Stephen 
Graham Jones 

Blackfeet The Baby Sitter Lives, 
2022 

At least 26 books, more in the horror genre 
than crime fiction genre 

Thomas King   
aka Hartley 
GoodWeather 

Cherokee DreadfulWater Shows 
Up, 2002  #1 of 5, all 
humorous mysteries 
written 2002 - 2020. 
 
Finalist 3 times for 
top awards.  

King has written a number of children's books 
and novels, and at least one serious treatise (The 
Inconvenient Indian). DreadfulWater is the 
surname of his main character (no explanation of 
the weird name); Book 1 revolves around a 
luxury condo development built by Indigenous 
people. Humorous dialogue combines with crises 
in relationships as the bodies pile up and the 
clues abound. It's a satisfying and fun, comic 
mystery. 



Author Author's 
Indigenous Bkgd 

Book Comments 

Carole LaFavor Objibwa Along the Journey 
River, 1996 #1 of 2 in 
Renee Laroche series. 

Objibwa teacher, "two-spirit" Renee LaRoche 
investigates. By Lesbian author.  

Mardi Oakley 
Medawar 

Cherokee, lives 
on the Red Cliff 
Chippewa 
Reservation 

Death at Rainy 
Mountain, 1996 #1 of 
4 with Tay-bodal, a 
19th-century Kiowa 
healer in Oklahoma 

Set during the post-Civil War era. 

Louis Owens Choctaw-
Cherokee 

5 non-series 
mysteries with a few 
recurring characters. 
1991-1999 

Feature mixed-race Native Americans in 
different settings. 

Marcie R 
Rendon 

White Earth 
Anishinabe 

Murder on the Red 
River, 2017  #1 of 3 
Cash and Wheaton 
stories 

Cash Blackbear, an 18, then 19-year-old 
Ojibwe woman, sometimes helps her 
guardian Sheriff Wheaton on his 
investigations. The 2nd Native American to 
be nominated for an Edgar. 

Linda 
Rodriguez 

Cherokee Every Last Secret, 
2012  #1 of 3  

Marquitta “Skeet” Bannion, a half-Cherokee 
ex-Kansas City homicide detective, now chief 
of the campus police force at Chouteau 
University, in Brewster, Missouri 

D. M. Rowell Kiowa Never Name the 
Dead, 2022 

A marketing media and documentary 
producer writes her first mystery using her 
Kiowa heritage. 

Martin Cruz 
Smith 

Pueblo Gorky Park, 1981 #1 
of 9 

Protagonists are NOT indigenous.  Best 
known for the his Russian detective series; 
also many other books. The 1st Native 
American to be nominated for an Edgar. 

David Heska 
Wanbli Weiden 

Lacota Sincangu Winter Counts, 2020 HUGE number of awards for this 1st book. 
The 3rd Native American to be nominated 
for an Edgar. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 



 



 



 



 


